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November 17, 2017 
 
 
 
Dear Friends:  

  

I am pleased to extend my warmest greetings to everyone attending the 2017
Brilliant Minded Women Organization Gala.  

 

 

Tonight, you have come together to honour a number of accomplished female
entrepreneurs and community leaders. I would like to offer my sincere congratulations
to the recipients of this year’s awards. Your leadership, vision and commitment to
excellence make you most deserving of this special recognition.    

 

I would also like to commend the event organizers, the Brilliant Minded Women
Organization and Foundation, for advancing women’s interests in business and for
helping young women achieve their academic goals.    

 

 

Please accept my best wishes for a memorable and enjoyable evening.

 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

The Rt. Hon. Justin P. J. Trudeau, P.C., M  

 

Prime Minister of Canada

 



 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I extend heartfelt greetings to all guests who have gathered to 
celebrate our 4th Annual Brilliant Minded Women’s Organization 
Gala Event. It’s an exciting time for our organization as we 
continue to grow, meet and bring inspired people together. We 
are honored to be able to celebrate the achievements of our 
amazing Award recipients.

The Brilliant Minded Women’s Organization is extremely grateful 
to all sponsors and supporters for their generosity, our event 
could not have happened without their participation. We are 
happy to have all ends of the spectrum represented and realize 
the impact of everyone’s participation and the necessity of the 
roles. We are pleased to provide you with a forum that allows the 
chance for us to thrive and grow. With your help, we intend to 
accomplish even more in the years ahead. 

Finally, a heartfelt thank you, to the 2017 Gala Committee. Your 
dedication, creativity, and resourcefulness made this evening 
possible allowing us to create an engaging environment.

Sincerely,
CEO&Founder
Agata Klimczak

LETTER FROM OUR 

CEO



 

BRILLIANT MINDED WOMEN 
ORGANIZATION
The Brilliant Minded Women Organization is a forum for female 
entrepreneurs who want more from their professional and 
personal futures.

OUR VISION

To acknowledge the achievements and leadership of female 
entrepreneurs, and to celebrate how much they matter. We hold 
focused, inspiring events to help women connect with each other 
and we introduce them to leaders who motivate them to take their 
careers to the next level. Additionally, we use our collective power 
to raise funds for the Foundation Scholarship.

OUR MISSION

We’ve created a community where innovative, successful women 
at the top of their fields can develop strong, supportive 
relationships and show each other new ways to grow their 
businesses.

brilliantmindedwomen@gmail.com



 

The Brilliant Minded Women Foundation is a non-profit organization 
whose primary focus is to advance post-secondary education by 
providing publicly available scholarships and bursaries to female students 
throughout Canada. In addition, our foundation provides coaching and 
mentorship to the selected students that receive our assistance. The 
scholarship program is designed to assist and recognize the 
achievements of those students that are making a difference in their 
personal lives and communities. These individuals have displayed a 
personal drive to pursue academic excellence, leadership and/or 
entrepreneurship.

OUR GOAL 
OUR 2017 GOAL IS TO RAISE $200,000.00 to provide scholarships to 14 
young women. We are looking for organizations and individuals that are 
passionate about our cause, and are willing to support our endeavors 
with financial contributions.

WHY CHOOSE US? 
We are the team of passionate people who have experienced and 
overcame the challenges with their own children.... We know the facts... 
We believe in the power of people generosity.... 

“A GOOD EDUCATION IS A GREATEST GIFT YOU CAN GIVE 
YOURSELF OR ANYONE ELSE... ” 
~Nahtab Narsimhan  

brilliantmindedwomenfoundation@outlook.com

REGISTRATION TAX NUMBER 78440 3727 RR0001 

BRILLIANT MINDED WOMEN
FOUNDATION



FOUNDATION BOARD OF

Directors
Agata Klimczak

Iryna Yakovenko

Ilona Girzewska

Kenneth Michalak

Sanju Ganglani

Margaret Olendzki

Rita Fragnito



So much is possible when people 
work together towards a common 

goal.

Thank you to each and every one of 
you. I applaud your involvement, 

dedication and passion.

Thank you very much for all your 
support!

Agata Klimczak
CEO & FOUNDER



OUR

Team

AGATA KLIMCZAK      IRYNA YAKOVENKO SANJU GANGLANI

KAMAKSHI RENJEN        WALTER POWELL         ILONA GIRZEWSKA

ANNA JURECZEK               IGOR SONIN
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BRILLIANT MINDED
WOMEN ORGANIZATION

AWARDEES



 DR. JEAN
AUGUSTINE

The nominee has living or posthumously 
impacted the lives of her community, fellowship, 
family, business. The Nominee has affected 
positive change and whose legacy will be 
remembered for future generations.

LIFE TIME
ACHIEVEMENT

AWARD

2017

WWW.BRILLIANTMINDEDWOMEN.CA

Dr. Augustine was born in Grenada (West Indies) and came to Canada in 
1960. She attended the University of Toronto, where she earned 
Bachelor of Arts and Master of Education degrees. She became an 
elementary school principal with the Metropolitan Separate School Board 
in Toronto.

From 1988 until 1993, she was chair of the Metro Toronto Housing 
Authority. Dr. Augustine was the first African-Canadian woman to be 
elected to the House of Commons. She was elected in the riding of 
Etobicoke-Lakeshore in 1993 and sat in Parliament until 2006. During this 
time, she served as Parliamentary Secretary to the Prime Minister, 
Minister of State for Multiculturalism and the Status of Women and was a 
Deputy Speaker. 

In 1995, Dr. Augustine introduced the motion proposing Black History 
Month in Canada. That motion was passed with all party consent.  
Another Motion she introduced permitted the Statue of the Famous Five 
to be placed on Parliament Hill.

She has shared her expertise and enthusiasm with others as a member of 
several community boards, including those of York University, the 
Hospital for Sick Children, the Stephen Lewis Foundation and 
Harbourfront Corporation. She was also a former National President of 
the Congress of Black Women of Canada.



The nominee has living or posthumously 
impacted the lives of her community, fellowship, 
family, business. The Nominee has affected 
positive change and whose legacy will be 
remembered for future generations.

LIFE TIME
ACHIEVEMENT

AWARD

2017
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NORMA
TRIVINO

For the past 25 years Norma has served as a dedicated volunteer at 
work, in her church, and in her community. At work, she volunteered 
countless hours for the Government of Canada Workplace Charitable 
Campaign. Throughout 14 years, she wore diverse hats, including Chair, 
Co-Chair, Committee Member, Special Events Coordinator and 
Ambassador Coordinator.

Each year, during the four-month campaign, Norma and her crew had 
to treach an annual monetary goal of at least $20,000. At church, her 
passion is her volunteer work for the Homeless Outreach Program. On a 
quarterly basis, Norma, together with other volunteers from church 
offer sandwiches to help feed the displaced people of Toronto. Along 
with food, they bring their message of hope to those feeling lost and 
forgotten. In her community, she facilitated a self-esteem workshop for 
Latina girls at a day camp run by MUJER.This multi-faceted summer 
camp program was offered to disadvantaged Latina girls ages 13-21. It 
had three main components: Leadership, Health, and Creative Art 
Expression workshops, which addressed topics including self-esteem, 
bullying, body image and healthy relationships. Norma also mentored 
Jeneene Guerrero, Miss Canada Charity 2013-2014. This volunteer work 
included focusing on and developing Jeneene`s charitable work plus 
providing both professional and personal support. For all her arduous 
volunteer work, Norma received an Outstanding Volunteer 
Achievement Certificate from Councillor Castro Liu.



The nominee has worked diligently to impact a 
positive change on a Global scale. The nominee has 
been a substantial positive force in the international 
exchange of culture, knowledge, and ideas and 
demonstrated significant bridge-building between 
cultures through international activities.

GLOBAL
EXCELLENCE

AWARD

2017
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FRAN
RIDER

Fran Rider was one of the founders of the Ontario Women’s Hockey 
Association. She began playing hockey in 1967 with the Brampton 
Canadettes, predecessor to the Brampton Thunder.

When the Ontario Women’s Hockey Association was formed in 1975, 
Rider became the executive director. The Association was formed to 
generate interest in women’s hockey. She helped to organize the 
unofficial Women’s world hockey championship in 1987.She also 
helped to organize the 1990 Women’s World Championships with no 
financial support from the Canadian Amateur Hockey Association. 
When Angela James was inducted into the Hockey Hall of Fame on 
November 8, 2010, James said that without Rider, she would never 
have made it to the Hockey Hall of Fame.

She was appointed to the Order of Canada in 2015. In 2016, she was 
made a member of the Order of Ontario. Along with Scotty 
Bowmanand Murray Costello, Rider was among the 2017 class named 
to the Order of Hockey in Canada. An award is named after her and is 
given to the silver medal-winning team at the Canadian Senior 
Women’s National Championships. The award is known as the Fran 
Rider Cup. Of note, Rider was the first female recipient of the Canadian 
Amateur Hockey Association’s Award of Merit.



The nominee, in the duration of her political tenure, 
has actively or posthumously impacted the lives of 
her community, caucus, family, and business. Her 
role has also brought about positive change 
wherein her legacy will carry on for future 
generations to honour.

POLITICAL
LEADERSHIP

AWARD

2017
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President of Destination Niagara Falls Regional website and Elements 
of Success, Professional Meeting Management Company.

Destination Niagara Falls a regional website created in 2009 has 
become the fastest growing website in the Niagara Region. Features 
businesses in the region, monthly newsletter, draws, and best deals and 
new to our compliment Niagara Buzz a highly active media outlet 
assisting in video marketing reaching over 1 million plus viewers.

Elements of Success/Meeting Management Professional also created in 
2009 to provide organizations with professional meeting management 
services. Booking conferences and meetings throughout North 
America, Europe, Australia, China and India. Negotiate contracts with 
hotels and industry service providers. Oversee the logistics of the 
entire conference, including sponsorship and exhibitors.

Graduate of Niagara College, Management of Human Resources, also 
graduated in Special Events Management, and Hotel Management.

Volunteer of the Year Award: Tastes of Niagara, 1999, Festivals & 
Events 2000Certificate of Appreciation – The Ontario Tourism 
Marketing Partnership Corporation for service to the Meetings, 
Conventions & Incentive Travel committee. (2012)

JOYCE
MOROCCO
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has actively or posthumously impacted the lives of 
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role has also brought about positive change 
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Nita Kang is a Toronto-born resident of Mississauga. Her parents 
arrived in Canada in the early 1970’s – her father from India and her 
mother from England. Like many new Canadians, they arrived with 
nothing more than a dream. They worked hard and purchased their 
first house in Mississauga when Nita was 5 years old.

At the age of 12, Nita’s father passed away from a sudden heart attack 
while on a business trip. He was 40 years old. He left behind Nita and 
her 2 younger sisters who were 4 years old and 6 months old at the 
time.

Nita worked very hard and graduated from high school with honours 
and went on to Western University to study for a Bachelor of Arts. All 
the while, her mother worked 7 days a week to put her through school 
and care for her sisters.

Through her upbringing, she learned about work ethic and caring for 
others, and the importance of community involvement. In her teenage 
years, she began volunteering at Mississauga Hospital in the ICU and 
Cardiology units, and from that point on, she knew she wanted to help 
people as much as she could in whatever she did.

From a young age, she took an interest in politics because her parents 
used to discuss it at the dinner table. When she reached voting age, 
she was so excited to exercise her right to vote.

NITA
KANG



The nominee has actively promoted the welfare of 
others, vis-a-vis the generous donation of money to 
good causes. The nominee has received recognition 
for her efforts in raising awareness to her various 
platforms

PHILANTHROPIST
OF THE YEAR

AWARD

2017
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When she immigrated to Canada with her family from Poland at the 
age of fourteen, Josie Morand could not speak a word of English. But 
learning from her father, who taught himself English very quickly in 
order to seek out better job opportunities to provide for his family, she 
learned fast. At seventeen, she started what would be a successful 
career at a major banking institution. Josie's work career spanned 33 
years and included various roles such as the implementation of sales 
and marketing initiatives, relationship management for major clients, 
development of HR & training programs, and optimization of computer 
systems. She also implemented a pilot software program in Canada 
and the U.S., which is still being used today. This drive and initiative has 
proven to be essential as she became familiar with OG.

Now, Josie spends much of her time as a board member for OG Cares. 
Josie's uplifting spirit and compassion for others is truly the perfect fit 
for the OG Cares Foundation. Her ability to know the needs of others is 
essential as OG Cares decides on so many important causes; most 
recently helping the victims of Hurricane Harvey and the plight of the 
First Nations children in Canada.

Josie has a big humanitarian heart that makes putting others first come 
easy to her. She has a natural inclination for mentorship, motivation 
and empowerment of at-risk demographics, including youth. Her 
demonstrated flexibility is an asset to the OG Cares Board.

JOSIE
MORAND



The nominee has actively promoted the welfare of 
others, vis-a-vis the generous donation of money to 
good causes. The nominee has received recognition 
for her efforts in raising awareness to her various 
platforms
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AWARD
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Born in West Africa, Saliena called Charlotte, North Carolina home until 
she 2012 when she moved to Toronto.

With her Masters in Health Administration & MBA, Saliena has always 
been passionate about healthcare and working with non profit 
organizations across the world.

Her focus on the community around her has led her to a number of 
volunteer opportunities and community leadership roles. Giving back 
to the community is Saliena’s true passion!

Saliena mentors young adults on integration into the work force, 
personal growth & development as well as helping young 
entrepreneurs find their passion and path. She also donates back to 
many charities across North America and Africa.

In her spare time, she enjoys spending time with her family, working 
out, and traveling! Saliena believes that enjoying every moment and 
seeing life as it is, makes us appreciate everything a bit more.

“It is through gratitude for the present moment that the spiritual 
dimension of life opens up.” Eckhart Tolle

SALIENA
GANGLANI



The nominee has made a significant impact to the 
Charity and it’s relevance. The nominee has made a 
positive impact and her charitable work will leave a 
footprint for future charities to follow for future 
generations to remember.

CHARITY OF
THE YEAR
AWARD

2017
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Maria has held positions in the banking, medical, governmental and 
entrepreneurial fields prior to being diagnosed with Lupus 
Erythematosus 37 years ago.

For the past 33 years Maria has been involved in a great number of 
volunteer efforts by implementing, organizing and promoting the 
following events:

Adopt-a-family – program responsible for providing clothes, toys and 
food hamper for Oshawa families referred by The Salvation Army

Toy Drive – collection and distribution of toys to disadvantaged 
children in the Oshawa area

Walk-a-Thon of Hope – fundraiser for The Salvation Army of Oshawa

Portrait of a Teenager – writing contest for high school students in the 
Durham Region and sponsored by The Denise House (shelter for 
abused women and their children) promoting awareness of domestic 
violence

The Long Dark Tunnel – play written and enacted by the Theatre Arts 
senior class of an Oshawa high school. Play produced to promote 
awareness of domestic abuse in our society.Play was presented to 
various high schools throughout the G.T.A. including Durham Region

MARIA
ESTEVES
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It’s one thing to be a spiritually endowed woman and gifted orator, but 
to couple that with being a spontaneous innovator and serially 
motivated entrepreneur with over 20 passionate years of rich and 
diverse experience in the field of Complimentary Alternative Medicine 
and wellness retreats makes Henah Ji a truly unique and captivating 
thought leader.

Serving as a Medical Tourism Ambassador Internationally, Henah 
continues to prove instrumental in forming new associations while 
acting as a liaison between various Government officials to implement 
mutually high profile health advantages.

Henah is truly passionate about positioning wellness/therapy tourism 
for the mutual benefit of all. Additionally, Henah has been highly 
respected and applauded as an extraordinarily effective holistic sports 
doctor for the National Soccer team of Guatemala, using specific 
Ayurvedic treatments as sports remedial. She also personally coached 
the team in collective mindfulness to be taken onto the field. In 2012, 
the team took home the Trophy winning the Concacaf Cup in a 
spectacular comeback from previously depressing losses.

Being the active founder of Veterans Broadcasting Network, a 24/7 
broadcasting channel for veterans presently in active duty, Henah 
offers her free service to veteran men & woman and their families 
globally.

HENAH
JI



The nominee has increased sales over the last 5 
years. Her business has strengthened its position in 
the marketplace and is financially stable, providing 
her employees job security, alongside other 
variables that demonstrate the significance of its 
improvement.

BUSINESS
DEVELOPMENT
AND GROWTH

AWARD

2017
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First a journalist and editor, and for the past 12 years a Publicist I have 
a passion for generating leads for small business owners and 
entrepreneurs. I host massive networking events a few times per year, 
and bring top business experts to Canada to share tools and ideas that 
lead to business success.

A compulsive networker, I publish Canada’s largest online directory of 
business networking events http://www.biznetworknews.com

Specialties: media relations, joint ventures, lead generating web sites, 
speaker events, business networking

JENNIFER
BEALE



The nominee has increased sales over the last 5 
years. Her business has strengthened its position in 
the marketplace and is financially stable, providing 
her employees job security, alongside other 
variables that demonstrate the significance of its 
improvement.

BUSINESS
DEVELOPMENT
AND GROWTH

AWARD

2017
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Kathia St-Victor has been working in the educational sector for over 23 
years as an educator and a french teacher. When she started at age 12 
in a day care, her goal was to improve self esteem in children and 
provide them all they need to grow in a caring, safe and healthy 
environment. Taking care of small children was very challenging but 
extremely rewarding. Those challenges has help Kathia grow in skills 
and knowledge, develop her belief in her capacity and help her gain 
many qualities such as courage, teamwork, leadership, commitment, 
motivation, open minded, discipline, determination and creativity. She 
also helped to develop some student workbooks and manuals for 
preschools.

At age 35, she decided to follow the second passion of her heart by 
becoming an entrepreneur. She founded Kluva Chic Traiteur/
Catering and Kluva Chic Bistro which provides Caribbean and Maghreb 
cuisine.

Becoming an entrepreneur is an incredible experience that takes 
amount of work and get you out of your comfort zone. Kathia have 
met and collaborated with amazing people and had the opportunity to 
learn and be inspired by them. As she was meeting with young 
entrepreneurs, she realize how entrepreneurs from communities are 
coping with many problems unsolved and poor visibility for their 
businesses. She wanted to make a major impact in young’s life and 
businesses. 

KATHIA
SAINT-VICTOR
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Nadia was born in Amman, Jordan. After graduating from Business 
Administration, she got married and moved to Dubai with her 
husband where they started a family. They have four wonderful 
children. In Dubai, Nadia worked in the banking industry for 20+ years 
until she moved to Canada in 2003.

After moving to Canada, Nadia owned and operated two Hero Burger 
restaurants before she decided to open Nana Couture boutique in 
Streetsville, Mississauga. Her family has a background in textiles in 
Jordan for over 50 years and Nadia has always had a love for 
fashion.

Over the past few years, Nadia has been fortunate and blessed to see 
her Nana Couture brand consistently grow, and she is excited to 
continue to work her hardest to develop her brand within her 
community.

NADIA ASFOUR
AL SAYEGH



The nominee, in the past year, has enrolled in a 
self-development leadership or coaching program 
with the intent to share her knowledge among her 
peers. The nominee exemplifies awareness, 
encouragement, grace and poise.

SELF
DEVELOPMENT

AWARD

2017
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Joanna Andros is a passionate teacher, therapist, and life and 
emotional healing coach, who brings her vast knowledge and 
experience to assist others in overcoming obstacles and achieving 
success in every aspect of life. Joanna has developed a proven therapy 
process called Progressive Neural Resolution Therapy to uncover and 
eliminate the negative subconscious beliefs that hold people back from 
achieving their goals – measurable results are guaranteed from the 
very first session.

Unlike other methods that only create awareness, Joanna’s 
transformational process is grounded in proven strategies that work. 
Progressive Neural Resolution Therapy™ (PNRT) is a healing process 
which quickly targets, with laser precision, the belief systems that may 
be in the way of achieving a dream, goal or peace of mind. PNRT is 
also used to overcome negative inner chatter, phobias, OCD, heal deep 
resentment or trauma and create lasting freedom from the negative 
emotions that drain our energy and hold us back.

As a kidney transplant survivor, Joanna understands how the mind can 
be led to both create an illness and heal the body. Having overcome 
her own emotional issues and blocks in every area of her life, drives her 
passion and commitment to providing people with techniques that 
offer faster, proven results to help free them from their suffering, 
whether emotional, physical or financial.

JOANNA
ANDROS



The nominee, in the past year, has enrolled in a 
self-development leadership or coaching program 
with the intent to share her knowledge among her 
peers. The nominee exemplifies awareness, 
encouragement, grace and poise.
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AWARD

2017
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Before Dorota became a well respected, successful business woman in 
the wedding industry, she had a goal in mind and worked diligently to 
attain it. At the young age of only 18 years old, Dorota immigrated 
from Poland and landed on Canadian soil with plenty of ambition and a 
dream to succeed.

After enduring years of hardships & sacrifices, Dorota and her husband 
Chris made a decision to embark on their dreams of succeeding and 
opened up the Mega City Group. Mega City being the 1 st of several 
business endeavours, led to Dorota’s drive to share the 15 years of 
experience acquired and follow her passion in the wedding industry.

In 2007, WEDS by Mega City was born and became one of the largest 
wedding and event studio’s. Dorota takes much pride in ensuring the 
success of WEDS be built on honesty, integrity and optimum choices in 
quality and luxurious designs. Wrapped in a small package, Dorota’s 
infectious energy, bold personality and dedication to ensure the 
client’s happiness, is surpassed and always appreciated.

Dorota continues to strive for excellence and continues to maintain a 
reputable company, all the while embracing her humble beginnings 
and keep the commitment to the community she so adores.

DOROTA
JAKUBOWSKA 



The nominee, in the past year, has enrolled in a 
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Alessandra Piccolo has been a resident of Vaughan for over twenty 
years and has been a dedicated member of the community ever since. 
Through her entrepreneurial and charitable initiatives, her spirit of 
service has touched the lives of many.

As founder of Allequent Events Inc. Alessandra has been appointed 
with the executive directorship of the Vaughan International Film 
Festival. She has been instrumental in fostering and promoting the 
growth of arts and culture in the community. Furthermore, her time at 
Hospice Vaughan as a former board member resulted in a fully 
community funded renovation and restoration of its facility where 
convalescing patients and their families get to enjoy the benefits of this 
service. In addition, she was instrumental in the revitalization of the 
annual Hospice Vaughan Giving Thanks Gala where thousands of 
dollars are being raised to support Hospice initiatives.

In particular, Alessandra has taken the many harrowing challenges 
she’s confronted in her life and has transformed these experiences into 
opportunities for learning, growth, and the chance to serve. Her grace 
and poise in the face of various bouts with cancer has granted her the 
opportunity to mentor other fighters and survivors with strategies and 
lessons for staying positive and maintaining the right attitude to 
overcome and heal.

ALESSANDRA
PICCOLO



The nominee assists local charities, educational, 
cultural, or sporting activities. The nominee 
contributes to community development through 
social marketing or a member of any business 
associations.

BEST
COMMUNITY

SERVICE
AWARD

2017
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Tracy Moore is the host of Canada’s longest running lifestyle show 
Cityline. From Monday to Friday on City Tracy can be seen across the 
country trying DIY projects, learning new recipes and sizing up the 
latest fashions. Aside from being an energetic mom to two young 
children, she is known for her laid back style, easy laugh and love of 
fashion, fitness and all things shoe-related.

Born in Toronto and raised in Richmond Hill, Tracy worked her way up 
the media ladder to her current position as host of Cityline. Her 
professionalism, work ethic and engaging personality helped her 
advance from CTV intern to CBC videographer, back-up host and 
Newsworld anchor. This helped lead to a reporter/anchor position on 
Toronto1’s daily news magazine Toronto Tonight.

In the fall of 2005, Tracy joined Toronto’s number one morning show, 
City’s Breakfast Television as its live reporter. Within months she was 
backing up the show’s lead anchor in addition to covering live breaking 
news events.

After eight years in the media business Tracy took a brief break in 
2008 to have her first child, Sidney Nicolas. She says, returning after 
maternity leave to a position like hosting Cityline was an incredible way 
to re-enter the work force! Two years later she gave birth to Eva 
Simone. Tracy says being a mommy is hands down her biggest 
accomplishment to date. 

TRACY
MOORE
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Beata Wecek and her sister Edyta Jodełka were born in Olecko in 
Poland. In 1992, as teenagers, they immigrated to Canada with their 
family. Beata is married with twin teenage sons. Edyta is married with 
three children. Edyta and her husband Sebastian were also foster 
parents to a teenage boy for 4 years. Despite their busy family lives, 
they both find time to actively engage in charitable work.

They first became involved in charitable work over 17 years ago. As 
part of the Polish Full Gospel Church in Toronto, since 2000 they have 
been organizing summer camps for children on Lake Pigeon near 
Peterborough, Ontario. Throughout the year they also organize 
festivals for children during which they help raise funds and collect 
clothing for charitable work among children in Brazil. Together with 
their families they also went twice to Brazil, where with a group of 
volunteers from Mission Ministries in Toronto they were involved in 
humanitarian work among children living in a mountainous region of 
the State of Parana. This work was carried out with the assistance from 
the Social Department of the Township of Cruz Machado. In 2015, Mr. 
Mikołaj Rykowski, a well known charitable organizer from Poland, 
visited Canada, where together with Beata and Edyta, he organized a 
Christmas Eve supper for lonely persons, which took place at The John 
Paul II Polish Cultural Centre in Mississauga. 

BEATA WECEK & 
EDYTA JODELKA



The nominee has assisted local charities, 
educational, cultural or sporting activities. She has 
made a significant impact to the successful 
operation of the Charity and dedicated over 150 
hours per year to volunteering and community 
service.
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Lesley Page is a private pilot, experienced public speaker and 
engaging story teller. She enjoys inspiring people to overcome their 
fears and obstacles and to achieve their dreams by relating her journey 
from burned-out corporate executive to award-winning private pilot.

In the spring of 2005, Lesley was a successful executive with a large 
Canadian corporation, but she was missing out on life. She was almost 
50 years old and her mother had died of breast cancer at age 53, so 
Lesley was becoming increasingly conscious of the brevity of life. In 
April of 2005, her life changed forever when her husband bought a 
small airplane and took her for her first flight. It was “love at first 
flight”! Never one to be content to just go along for the ride in life, 
Lesley declared “Life is too short to be a passenger” and quit her high 
paying, high stress job to learn how to fly.

Lesley obtained her Private Pilot license in the spring of 2007 and for 
the past 10 years, she and her husband have taken turns in the pilot 
seat, flying all over North America. Three times, they have flown their 
Cessna 172 all the way from Toronto to the Bahamas.

In 2008, Lesley joined the Ninety-Nines, the female pilots association 
founded by Amelia Earhart in 1929. After volunteering on various 
committees for a few years, she became the president of the largest 
Canadian Chapter of the organization. 

LESLEY
PAGE



The nominee has assisted local charities, 
educational, cultural or sporting activities. She has 
made a significant impact to the successful 
operation of the Charity and dedicated over 150 
hours per year to volunteering and community 
service.
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Iryna Yakovenko is the Vice President of the Brilliant Minded Women 
Foundation. Iryna was born and raised in Europe and immigrated to Canada 
with her husband and two young daughters in 1996. Just as any immigrants' 
life starts in the new country, there were challenges and obstacles to be faced. 
However, every day was also filled with discoveries and surprises. 

Iryna’s volunteering work started shortly after she came to Canada. Being 
helped when her family needed it the most, made her want to give 
back….Starting from the local church, packaging the parcels for orphanages in 
Ukraine and victims of the Chernobyl Nuclear Disaster, to assisting and 
participating in the Breast Cancer Foundation Annual Walk, honoring her late 
mother  and  working  on her days off to assist and organize clothing for 
women in need at the CCAA – Canadian Center of Abuse Awareness.

In 2015, she became involved with Brilliant Minded Women Organization. At 
the time they had several workshops for young women, and they realized that 
along with mentoring and teaching, it was important to be able to financially 
help students who might not be able to access education and pursue their 
dreams. This is where the idea of the Foundation was born, and when the 
opportunity has presented, she knew that working towards making the 
Foundation a success, would be pursuing her own passion.

Being a professional business developer, sales and coach manager by trade 
she have build her career in the retail industry and over 7 years has been 
leading several  of the Talbots fashion company business locations in GTA as 
well as traveling throughout Canada helping to build and develop other 
teams. Her personal believe and dedication to the Foundation motivates Iryna 
to volunteer every day towards the Foundation success. For the last two years 
she volunteered over 2,000 hours. In 2017 her work was recognized by The 
Ministry of Citizenship and Immigration and received the Ontario Volunteer 
Service Award from the office of the Minister Laura Albanese. 

IRYNA
YAKOVENKO



The nominee has worked diligently to make a 
positive impact on the physical level, vis-a-vis 
nourishment of the mind, body and spirit. The 
nominee has raised awareness for her contribution 
to health and has been recognized for her 
achievements.

MIND
AND BODY

AWARD

2017
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Josephine Carmela is a women’s empowerment & relationship coach, 
entrepreneur, author, mom of 2, and lover of life. She supports women 
entrepreneurs to transform relationship blocks into breakthroughs that 
help them reach their dreams, while deeply embodying their feminine 
wisdom to create more beauteous, rich, & fulfilling lives.

Josephine helps women redefine what’s possible for them in life, love, 
& business, turning the often serious struggles women face with their 
partners during times of deep personal transformation, into gifts that 
enlighten & empower both parties and the family to experience greater 
love, harmony, grace & fulfillment through a woman’s empowerment 
process. She works with women one-on-one, couples, and runs men’s 
groups that empower the principles of conscious communication in 
relationship and teaches on the art of love & dynamics of masculine & 
feminine power.

Josephine Carmela co-authored a book with 3 New York Times 
Bestselling Authors and has been mentored by many greats in the 
personal development industry like Marci Shimoff, Chris and Janet 
Attwood, Gina DeVee, Joe Garcia, & Annie Lalla. She’s on a mission to 
guide other women to overcome their blocks in love & business to live 
life to their fullest on their own terms! She is devoted to helping every 
woman uncover her natural beauty wisdom, & purpose in a spirit of 
love.

JOSEPHINE
AUCIELLO



The nominee has worked diligently to make a 
positive impact on the physical level, vis-a-vis 
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Tabi Moazzam is known as a highly successful entrepreneur, 
enthusiastic philanthropist, immensely passionate image aficionado, 
and a vastly experienced fashion connoisseur.

Tabi was born and raised in the city of Toronto, Ontario Canada. She 
has always had a great deal of passion for assisting and guiding others 
unveil their true standards of beauty and wellness.

Tabi is also a highly versatile and creative makeup artist who has been 
working in the fashion and beauty industry for more than 13 years.

Furthermore she holds great passion in helping others and is a deeply 
devoted philanthropist. She has been using her creative makeup 
artistry skills for glamorizing others and making them feel more 
confident and bold for past decade.

Tabi is equipped with a formidable blend of great entrepreneurial skills 
and a will to succeed. This determination and experience has helped 
Tabi pave her own way to success as a professional entrepreneur and a 
fashion artist.

For the past 7 years, Tabi has also been actively working as a 
professional event/ planner and have organized numerous events 
within Dubai and in her hometown of Toronto, ON Canada.

TABI
MOAZZAM



The nominee has impacted the Arts and has 
provided a level of entertainment excellence. She 
has received recognition for her efforts in raising 
awareness for the Arts and Entertainment.
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Kaas Floral Design is a concept design studio, which means I combine 
my floral design training and my architectural background to create 
innovative arrangements that express the unique themes and 
personalities of my clients. The form and structure of an arrangement 
is as important as the materials used within it. The beauty and 
language of flowers act as the focal point of an arrangement, then I 
add unique elements and materials to truly personalize the décor 
according to what the client wants.

Working with clients to help them express their personal perspectives 
on beauty. Then translating those views into a tangible arrangement 
using the textures and colours of the flowers and other materials. It’s a 
creative process like no other for her.

She wasn’t driven to have her own business so much as her design 
work led her here. As my training progressed, her ideas about the 
types of arrangements and décor she wanted to create and the 
services she could provide formed. Running her own business seemed 
the best way to achieve those creative goals.

BEATA
KAAS



The nominee has impacted the Arts and has 
provided a level of entertainment excellence. She 
has received recognition for her efforts in raising 
awareness for the Arts and Entertainment.
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CEO & founder of the Toronto Polish Film Festival EKRAN, Actress, 
Model & Host, Film Producer, Co-Founder of The TAMMAR Real Estate 
Team, Director of Communication and Entertainment at the POLISH 
ORPHANS CHARITY, and most importantly loving WIFE and MOTHER 
to two incredible little boys.

Marta graduated from the National Film School in Poland, where 
masters like Kieslowski, Wajda and Polansky where polishing their 
directing skills. Still being in Poland, Marta started her acting career 
which she abandoned in the name of love and left the home country to 
live with the love of her life Dr. Jack Pozniakowski.

Having the irresistible energy and fire, she created one of the 
prestigious film events in the country that celebrates Polish 
Cinematography.With passion and love Marta builds Ekran the Toronto 
Polish Film Festival, that is going to celebrate 10th anniversary next 
year and she is deeply grateful and thankful for all the people that are 
part of this awesome organization and without whom the event 
wouldn’t be able grow. 

With skills that take everything to organize weekly long events, she 
volunteers at the Polish Orphans Charity that has been founded by Dr. 
Richarda Russ. The Charity organizes two events each year: White 
Christmas Dinner and glamorous Ball Pologne. 

MARTA
POZNIAKOWSKI
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Tina Tehranchian is among the first-ever group of Certified Financial 
Planner (CFP) professionals in Canada to receive the Fellow of FPSC™ 
distinction from the Financial Planners Standards Council in 2011. This is a 
distinction that formally recognizes individuals who have helped advance 
FPSC’s vision of seeing Canadians improve their lives by engaging in 
financial planning.

A financial advisor since 1991, Tina specializes in assisting business owners 
and self-employed professionals in building wealth and developing sound 
financial and estate plans. She also specializes in charitable tax planning 
strategies and helping philanthropic Canadians multiply their bequests to 
charities while reducing their taxes and leaving more money for their 
heirs.Tina has often been quoted as an expert in her field in The Globe and 
Mail, The Toronto Star, The National Post, and Metro, as well as in 
financial industry magazines such as The Investment Executive, 
Advisor.ca, and The Insurance Journal. She has also been featured in 
national radio and television shows such as BNN, CBC and CTV as a 
financial planning expert. She has taught personal financial planning at 
Centennial College’s Center for Entrepreneurship for over ten years, and 
has been the recipient of numerous academic, professional and 
community service awards including the Senecans of Distinction award 
from Seneca College.

She is highly involved and passionate about the Arts. She believes in 
preserving the Art for future generation. She has also chaired the 
signature fundraisers for McMichael Canadian Art Collection, the 
McMichael Moonlight Gala, in 2012, 2013, 2016 and 2017, and has 
co-founded and co-chaired the Joy of Aging fundraiser for Mackenzie 
Health Foundation since 2009.

TINA
TEHRANCHIAN



The nominee has living or posthumously overcome 
any personal challenges with perseverance and 
grace. The nominee lived a peaceful life, one of 
resilience and filled with love and impacted the 
lives of her community, fellowship and family.
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AWARD
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A work and life ethic of “whatever it takes” attitude that has made her 
the proven success that she has become. A former Executive 
Assistant of over 15 years to now Manager of The Micoli Group, a 
successful Global Recruitment Organization assisting many families 
from each corner of the Globe not only to start their lives in Canada 
with Visa and Sponsorship processing, its along with assisting in 
ensuring the success in securing jobs for many.

When not assisting many families, Mariya Coordinates Fashion Shows 
for Celebrity Designers on an Enormous Scale and is on the Advisory 
Board for the first ever 2017 Halton Fashion Week. Her experience 
includes involvement through delegating, and directing charity events 
and shows the Greater Toronto Area. Mariya is beyond positive and 
passionate with the growth and assistance of all that surrounds her.

MARIYA
TARASIO 



The nominee, in the duration of her academic 
career, has exemplified leadership among her peers 
and has actively participated in extracurricular 
programs, while maintaining an 80% grade average 
or higher. The nominee has dedicated over 30 
hours per year to volunteering and community 
service.
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Natalia Jureczek is a determined student who goes beyond what is 
necessary to ensure her goals become a reality. She is currently 
attending the prestigious Schulich School of Business at York 
University. Remarkably, she is one of 100 students from her year 
enrolled in the International Bachelor of Business Administration 
(iBBA) program. As part of this program, Natalia was one of two 
students chosen to spend a semester abroad in Switzerland to attend 
the Faculty of Business and Economics of the University of Lausanne.

Her academic accomplishments thus far have been quite impressive as 
Natalia has always strived for excellence. Natalia graduated from Philip 
Pocock Catholic Secondary School in 2014 with the third highest mark, 
the proficiency award in Calculus and Vectors (in which she obtained 
98%), the Award of Excellence, the Award of Merit, and an Extended 
French Certificate in additional to annual Honours Awards received 
throughout Grades 9 and 12. Now in university, Natalia has obtained a 
cumulative GPA of 8.14 (on a 9.0 scale) which has earned her the title 
of a Member of the Dean’s Honour List with Distinction. Recently, 
Natalia has become a member of the Golden Key International Honour 
Society as a result of being in the top 15% of her program.

NATALIA
JURECZEK
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Natalie Castro is a Canadian artist she is 17 years old and was born in 
Toronto, Ontario.

From an early age she had a great passion for singing and music.

Despite her short career, she has managed to the share the stage with 
great singers like: Gabino Pampini from Panama, Yan Collazo from 
Puerto Rico, Miles Pena from Cuba, and will also have the opportunity 
to share the stage with Sonora Dinamita of Colombia, El Puma from 
Venezuela and also the great honour of opening for Group niche in the 
Latin Expo festival in Calgary.

Natalie has worked with different music producers in Canada, and the 
Dominican Republic, such as Jose Antonio Hernandez (winner of 
multiple Latin Grammy’s) and managed to record successful songs 
such as Mr. Postman (style bachata) and its latest: Amor Mio (Original 
Song in bachata).

Natalie currently has her own singing coach Ms. Paula Griffith, one of 
the most recognized coaches of Canada.

This year, Natalie was chosen to be Ambassador for Youth Day which 
takes place in the city of Toronto, where thousands of young people 
participate in the different branches of art and culture. 

NATALIE
CASTRO
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Gwyneth Herrera is a 9 year-old Canadian abstract and photo-realistic 
artist, who was born into a loving artistic family. She is currently an 
award winner artist who won THE VISION AWARDS 2016 in the ‘Young 
Visionary of the Year’ category, nominee and finalist at the 
MARTY’S AWARD 2017 for the Emerging Visual Arts category and 
‘Visual Artist of the Year’ by InFAME Awards 2016.

At 14 months, Gwyneth Herrera began to grab the paintbrush from her 
father’s hand. After contemplating Gwyneth’s developing artistic skills, 
her inner ability to mix colours was undeniable. She maneuvered her 
brushes and rollers with incredible agility and precision. She spent long 
periods of time painting, demonstrating remarkable patience and deep 
concentration towards her art pieces, which were very unusual 
characteristics for a child her age.

By the age of 3, she had created 20 professional-sized paintings, 
surprisingly, she had developed her own unique style. When she was 4 
years old, she donated 2 of her favourite paintings; ‘Ocean’ and ‘Rain’ 
to Ronald McDonald House of Toronto due to her love for others, 
especially children. In spite of her tender age, she has captured the 
attention of many people around the globe for her philanthropic spirit 
and sincere love for art.

GWYNETH
HERRERA



Master of Ceremony

Keynote speakers

Performers

Sponsors and Supporters

Brilliant Minded Women Organization thanks everyone for being 
a partner and sponsor at our Gala Award Night, November 17, 

2017. Your generous contribution helped make our vision a 
reality. We look forward to continuing to build a valuable and 
mutually beneficial relationship. We could not have this great 

success without sponsors and supporters such as you.

It is our sincere hope that you will join us again in 2018 when we 
create an even bigger and better event as we continue to honor 

the outstanding achievement in the community.



MASTER OF

Ceremony

NOVEMBER 2005 – PRESENT (12 YEARS 1 MONTH)

I have a deep seeded passion for a live action environment and 
The Weather Network is that at times. The weather always 
changes so there can not be any teleprompting. I am a CMOS 
endorsed weather host and bring my 'A' game every day to a 
morning audience in Vancouver, British Columbia as well as a 
dialed-in audience coast-to-coast. I am responsible for the 
understanding and dissemination of all weather trends, anomalies 
and current events. I use every available technology to present 
the best possible story anywhere on television. My goal is always 
to strive for the easiest to understand story so that no matter 
who you are or what your level of understanding of the weather 
is, you will walk away from my presentation understanding what 
is happening and how to prepare for it. I fuse a calculated 
combination of poise and urgency with humor and open candor 
so that I am a show for the "every-person".

CHRISTOPHER
MEI 

Television Broadcaster

The Weather Network



KEYNOTE

Speakers

GWYNETH HERRERA

Gwyneth Herrera is a 9 year-old Canadian abstract and photo-
realistic artist, who was born into a loving artistic family. She is 

currently an award winner artist who won THE VISION AWARDS 
2016 in the ‘Young Visionary of the Year’ category, nominee and 

finalist at the MARTY’S AWARD 2017 for the Emerging Visual 
Arts category and ‘Visual Artist of the Year’ by InFAME Awards 

2016.

HAZEL MCCALLION
Hazel McCallion, CM is a Canadian politician and businesswoman 
who served as the mayor of Mississauga, Ontario, from 1978 until 
2014. She is the first and current Chancellor of Sheridan College.



Performers

I.D.A is a classical ballet school that offers private and semi-private 
lessons, as well as small classroom settings for beginner ballet. The 
school also offers a pre-professional/professional ballet program, 
where the focus is to train ballet dancers in the renowned 
Russian, Vaganova based method. Our dedicated and disciplined 
students have gone on to attend highly prestigious summer 
programs and schools such as Canada's National Ballet School, 
Paris Opera Ballet School, American Ballet Theatre Youth 
Program, The School of American Ballet, and The Royal Ballet 
School.



Carlos Herrera is a gifted multidisciplinary Mexican - Canadian 
designer who forms part of only one percent of the world's 
population due to his amazing multidisciplinary mind. He is a true 
philanthropist giving part of his time; sharing his testimony locally 
and abroad, encouraging individuals who suffer bullying, 
anxieties and depression. 

Carlos is one of those dedicated avant - garde thinkers, 
performing outstanding environmental and design contributions 
to Canada; especially in the areas of architecture, interior design, 
car design, jewellery design, furniture design, video production, 
visual arts, and psychology.

One of the most important aspects of Carlos' life is his 
philanthropic and mentoring programs sharing his knowledge to 
young designers and artists. One of his most successful 
achievements is his little daughter Gwyneth Herrera who is a 
gifted child, still. She has gained worldwide recognition as the 
youngest recipient of multiple art awards. The most recent award 
she won is the 2017 Brilliant Women Award Student of the Year.

CARLOS
HERRERA



"Carlos Herrera has designed a necklace called "Connecting a Nation" to 
celebrate Canada's 150th years. This necklace represents the history of 
this country which began with the indigenous peoples, the journey of 
immigration and the cultural diversity. We all became part of this 
country which now we called home. This new home is represented by 
the abstract form the beaver dams construction. The beavers work as a 
team for a mutual goal that benefits all the members by transforming a 
desert into a paradise; similarly, we all work together to accomplish a 
better future for our generations, we all contribute with our gifts to 
embellish this country. This beautiful Necklace has 150 Swarovski 
crystals representing 150 years of Canada. This necklace was designed 
thinking of you fellow beautiful people of Canada, It has a social 
responsibility, two replicas will be donated to be auctioned, all proceeds 
goes to benefit our futures generations, children and youth. The original 
copy will be conserved in a museum for posterity. 



Performers

ELYSE SAUNDERS
SINGER

SATIN ROSES
BAND



Performers

NICOLE PESZOR

PATRYK STANISZEWSKI
BALL ROOM DANCER

NATALIE CASTRO
SINGER
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SPONSORS & 
SUPPORTERS



Sponsors

I have over 20 years of artistic experience, exhibiting my art works in Canada and 

Europe. I worked in different art mediums such as ceramics, porcelain painting, 

watercolour and soft pastels.

Ludmila Schnaider is a holder of Bachelor's Degree from The Wizo Academy of 

Design & Education, (Israel) specializing in a Fine Art Photography. Her creativities 

encompasses all genres of studio photography including Portrait, Fashion and Art.

“The Source”

acrylic on canvas, 

2016,  30”x24”

$2,000

Natalie Sobo 

nataliesobo@gmail.com   

416 807 9423   

instagram@nataliesoboart



Sponsors
Website, digital & graphic design: gang&lani productions

Video presentation: Diligent Productions

 

Dresses: Nana Couture

Room decoration and centerpieces: Mega City

Hall decoration: Kaas

Flowers: Thornhill Market Florist

Photography: Ludmila Shnider

AskUsForAnything.com



Sponsors

Flexible, Fast Approvals, For You

For all inquires contact: 
Stephanie Rumble 
P. 647-726-1384
E. srumble@greenpathcapital.ca

RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL
including condominiums

Lending Areas - Ontario: 
Toronto, Halton, Peel, 
York & Durham, Hamilton, 
Simcoe and Northumberland*

1st, 2nd, 3rd private 
mortgage funds

www.greenpathcapital.ca
*Selected areas

www.l a ca s a ciga r s .com  
647.341.3862 
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Sponsors

Dr. L. Rakhinshteyn 

 
7868 Yonge Street, Suit 208 

Thornhill, ON L4J 8H9 
905-709-2697 

 

General Dentistry 

Justyna Urbanski 
647.237.1311 

justyna.1311@hotmail.com 

Buchan Family 
Foundation 



Sponsors

KENNETH J. MICHALAK

JOHN KEIFTE

OLHA VON DEHN

MARYANA LERNEV

ARMAND PETROV

NATELIE SOBOLEVA

LUCJA STEC AND FAMILY

DR. BARBARA LEBENSZTEJN-PIENCZUK

MR. DEMETRIO STALIN TOALA



Sponsors

MNP.ca

Living and working in our community, MNP recognizes the 
importance of organizations like Brilliant Minded Women 
in celebrating leadership, innovation and excellence within 
the community, locally and nationally. We congratulate the 
recipients of this year’s awards and applaud your success. 

National in scope and local in focus, MNP delivers a full suite 
of solutions tailored to help you achieve your unique business 
goals. Committed to the communities we serve, we proudly 
support initiatives that reflect our entrepreneurial spirit and 
share our values of leadership, excellence and giving back.

Patricia Kajda, Partner, CPA, CA
Public Companies and Not-for-Profit Organizations
T: 416.641.4943
E: patricia.kajda@mnp.ca

Laura Camara, Partner, CPA, CA 
Professional Services and Private Enterprise 
T: 416.613.3138 
E: laura.camara@mnp.ca

We Make It Our 
Business to Make 
Our Communities 
Stronger
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E-MAIL: 

BRILLIANTMINDEDWOMEN@GMAIL.COM 

TELEPHONE: 

905-380-3597 

WWW.BRILLIANTMINDEDWOMEN.CA


