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Dr. Jean Augustine:

A Force for Learning, A Champion for Change.

Founded in 1836, Victoria University (Vic U) is one
of the oldest universities in Canada, and has earned
a distinguished reputation for excellence for almost
two centuries. Vic U is home to two colleges—
Victoria College (undergraduate) and Emmanuel
College (graduate). Victoria College is federated
with the University of Toronto (U of T) and is the
oldest college in the U of T system.

Victoria College is committed to providing students
with a personal university experience inside and
outside the classroom and provides an environment
where students and faculty are engaged in building
a community that welcomes innovation, embraces
creativity, and is energized by challenge.

The Hon. Dr. Jean Augustine’s unwavering commit-
ment to equality, social justice and inclusive
education has inspired the creation of The Dr. Jean
Augustine Professorship in Transformative Education
in the Education & Society and Vic One Education
Stream programs at Victoria College. Both the
United Nations and UNESCO have identified trans-
formative education as a critical aspect of elevating
lives globally.

Victoria College is raising $2.5 million to create the
professorship honouring this Canadian trailblazer
who has spent decades increasing access to education
so that Canadians could improve their lives.

The professorship will allow Victoria University to
appoint a leading scholar to look at new ways of fos-
tering critical thinking, problem solving and innovation
— skills that students need to succeed in today’s
workforce. Victoria College is an ideal home for the
professorship as it offers the only undergraduate edu-
cation program on the U of T St. George campus
through the education stream of Vic’s award-winning
Vic One program for first-year students, as well as its
Education and Society program, the most popular of
the six minor programs offered exclusively by Victo-
ria College.

Grounded in the research developed by the Dr. Jean
Augustine Professor, teachers in Victoria College’s
education programs will be expected to transform
their own teaching and that of future teachers by en-
suring that curricula, learning materials, and learning
environments are meaningful in the natural, political,
economic and cultural contexts.

After immigrating to Canada from Grenada, Dr. Augustine built a career as a teacher
and principal, understanding first-hand how access to education opens doors and ena-

bles individuals to contribute meaningfully to society.

Throughout her political career, she served in several prominent roles, including Minis-
ter of Multiculturalism and the Status of Women, and was responsible for having Feb-
ruary recognized as Black History Month in Canada. Her dedication to social justice
extends beyond her political career and in 2009, she was appointed as a member of
the Order of Canda in recognition of her contributions to Canadian society.

Dr. Augustine’s numerous accolades include the Brilliant Minded Women

Organization’s Lifetime Achievement Award.




